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Robet F. Heizer was an anthropobgist best known for his archeologica work in
Cdiforniaand Nevada and ehnograghic work in Cdifornia. A University of Cdifornia
Ph.D. (1941), hevas on heBekdey staff from 1946 b 1976, vihen he ganed aneritus
status. For many years heheaded the Archeologica Survey in California.

In 1955, Heizer extended his work into Mexican acheology with an expalition to La
Ventawith Philip Drudker, of the Bureau of American Bhnology, and Robet J. Squiers.
The Nationa Geograghic Sod ety, the Smithsonian, and the University of Cdifornia
sponored the expedition. Its purpo® was to follow up with large-scd e excavationsthe
prdiminay work of Matthew W. Stirling of 1941 ad Sirling and Wado R. Wedel's
work of 1943. Combvesies concerning dironobgy took Heizer back to LaVenta
beween 1967 ad 1969. His interest in Middle American acheology ntinued until his
death.

In 1957, Heizer began work & asite just west of thegreat pyramid at Cuicuilco. Involved
was an investigation of agroup ofmoundsthreatened by lava quarrying. The site proved
to beoneof long accupdion, back to aound 2000 B.CWith James A. Bennyhoff,
Heizer worked at thesitein 1957, 1958, 1959, 196and 1962.

Virtudly theentire collection of Heizer's pgeas in the Nationa Anthropobgical
Archives conernsthe work & La Venta, thematerid relating o Cuicuilco regpresenting a
small miscelany. There are afew additiona materids that concern Heizer's other
activities, paticularly in Middle America. Included ae doawments of an administrative
naure concerning arrangements, management, and pubications There are also neterias
tha came directly from thefied work and gudies of museum specimens. Also present
are materias that concern contoversies ove Olmec chrondogy.

Heizer also mllected ndes, notebooks phobgraphs cartogrgphic materiad, and
manucripts from some of his colleagues and assistants on he La Venta expeditions
Included among hese are materids of C. William Clewlow, Eduado Cortreras, Philip
Drudker, and PF. Hedy. There are manuscripts of writingsand reprints of publ cations
from some of these and fromstudents of Heizer. The phobgraphic collections
condderable anounts of which are unidentified, indude field negatives and prints of
LaVenta, many oher Olmec sites, and othe archeological sites in Mexico and Middle
America. Theare are also phobgrghscollected fromothe a cheologists, induding
Stirling.

Papas rdaing © oher aspects of Heizer's career are at the Bancroft Library of the
University of Cdifornia a Berkdey.

Correspondents indude James A. Bennyhoff, Ignaio Bend, Geoffrey Bushndl,
Leonad Camichad, Micheael D. Coe William R. Coe Carmen C. de Leonard, Philip
Drucker, Clifford Evans, GeorgeKubler, Mdvin M. Payne Frodich G. Raney, AnnaO.
Shepad, Robet J. Squier, Matthev W. Stirling, Robet Stuckenrath, Howd Williams,
and Robet Wuchopi



SERIES 1: MATERIAL CONCERNING LA VENTA AND OTHER OLM EC
SITES

Box 1

Correspondence, 1954-1973 (most after 1956). Arranged alphabetically by name of
correpondent.

Includes letters, memoranda, and telegrams. A few adminigrative forms grant goplications, and
photographs are attached.

Mosg of thematerial relates to arrangements for expeditions; loans and exchanges of photographs,
publications, and other material; brief reportsto sponsoring inditutions, and discussions of
developments and problemsin the study of Olmec ramains. Thereisavey small amount of
information conceming other areasof Heizer@ work.

Thereis substantial correspondence with Michael D. Coe, William R. Coe, Fhilip Drudker,
Robert J. Squier, and Matthew W. Stirling. Othe selected correspondents include I gnacio
Bernal, Geoffrey Bushnell, Leonard Carmichael, Carmen Cook De Leonad, Clifford Evans,
George Kubler, Melvin M. Payne, Froelich Rainey, Robert Studkenrath Jr., and Howel Williams.

Box 2

Notebooks, 1955-1968 (12 volumes). Arranged chronologically.

Includes six notebooksfor the 1955 work at LaVenta, including those of Heizer (2), Fhilip
Drud<e~r, Robet J. Squier (2+), and Eduardo Contreras. In addition, there is amicrofilm of
Heizer@ notebooks. The notebooks contain sketches, measurements, and notes concerning
excavations and specimens, ligs of photographs, and miscellaneousother material.

Therearealso catalogs from Heizer& fieldwork in Mexico in 1957, 1959, 1960, 1961, 1962,
1963, 1967 (2), and 1968. Theseusually include notes and sketchesrelating to fieldwork in the
front of each volume and adiary towards the end. Pagesfrom diariesmaintained by J.F.

OC@Tonnell and C. William Clewlow in 1968 are also included.
Boxes 3-4
Alphabetical File, ca. 1954-1970. Arranged alphabetically by subject

Includes notes, outlines, catalogs, ligts, bibliogrgphic data sketdhes, sketch maps, photographs,
and lette's. There is also aconsderable amount of printed and processed material.

The fileis a miscellany made up of lbeled folders and envelopes that were found distributed
throughout the collection but unrelated to the material with which they were physically
associated.

Folder titles:

Additional notesfor lectures or meetingson LaVenta
Altar 1-5,7, G [7f]



Anthropology 127 (Olmec) lecture notes

Applications for grant by L ouise I seut Paradis

Application, Miller Ingtitute

C14 proposal

Congtruction phase correlation

Catalogs of offerings and notes (by Philip Drudker)

Contract, December 14, 1967

Contract, winter 1968

Eduardo ContrerasOLaVentanotes, 1968

Drucker and Heizer proposal for 1955

Formsdescribing ceramics, 1968

Formsdescribing figurines, 1968

Jaguar masks

Lagunade los Cerros Altar

Lagunade los Cerros monument 5

Ligt of photogrgphs

Magnetometer survey

Material sentto the Museo Nacional deMexico

Miscellaneous material regarding or received during 1968 expedition

Miscellaneous notes (most by Heizer and Drucker)

Notes, correspondence, and other material regarding La Ventafilm [ 2f]

Olmec articlefor Mesbamerican Handbook

Olmec-Chavin relationship

ParquedelLaVenta, Altar E, LV-6

Possible sociological-political structure (by Drucker)

Potrero Nuevo Altar

Profile of main trench, 1955

Proposal for aprogram of basic anthropological research in theValley of Mexico (received from
William Mayer-Odkes, 1961)

Proposed nomenclature, Complex A

Recongtruction (sketches by Drudker)

San Lorenzo atar and monuments| 3f]

Stela3

Stone Monuments

Tlatelolco project

Thenoteson altars and other monuments throughout this series are by Heizer, C. William
Clewlow, and P.F. Healy. Several letters from Robet Wauchope, Robet J. Squier, and Philip
Drudker aeincluded in the folder concerning the Olmec article for the Mesoamerican Handbook.
The same folde also contains Squier, ONoteson La Venta-Middle Tres Zapotes DifferencesQ
Drudker, GBample Collection of Sherds from the Tres Zgpotes, VeraauzQ and QCeramics of
Cerro de las Mesas, Veraouz.O

Boxes 5-9
Writings, 1956-1974. Arranged alphabetically by author.
Includes drafts and/or printed and processed copies of published and unpublished manuscriptsby

Heizer, colleagues, and sudents. Many include critical notes by Heizer. Related corregpondence,
photographs, and other illustrative material accompany someof the manuscripts.



Authors and titles:

Anonymous, Odrcheology and the Motion PictureQ

Qome North and South American Radiocarbon Dates for Archeology and Geological
Materials as determined by J.R. Arnold and W. F. LibbyEQ (for digtribution to students)
1951 or later

Rainer Berger, John A. Greham, and Robert F. Heizer, 1 Reconsideration of the Age of the La
Venta SiteQ

Ignecio Bernal, CEl Mundo leeca(f) )

Dennis E. Bryoon (student), ke Ancient OlmecO

Richard Chabram (student), e Significance of the Jaguar in Olmec CultureQ )

C. W. Clewlow Jr., and Christopher Corson, QVew Stone Monuments from La Venta, 19680

Michael D. Coe
C:The Archaeological Sequence at San Lorenzo Tenochtitlan, Veracruz, MexicoO
ycle 7 Monuments in Middle America: A ReconsiderationO
Q'he Olmec Style and Its DistributionO

William R. Coe and Robert Stuckenrath J., O Review of La Venta, Tabasco, and Its Relevance
to the Olmec ProblemO

Stephen F. Colemen (student), OVotive Axes and Cults of the Olmecs: Some Descriptions and
SpeculationsO

Philip Drucker
QCollection of Carbon and Other Samples at Tres Zapotes, VeracruzO
'he EIl Meson a Angel R. Cabade, VeracmzO
Qhe La Venta Support AreaO
QReport on Sources of Geologic Specimens from the East Slope Cerro Cintepec (Vicinity

S. Piedro Sotegpan)O

Drucker and Heizer, QCommentary on W. R. Coe and Robert Stuckenrath’s Review of
Excavations at La Venta, Tabasco, 19355.

John E. Funnel and Edwin A. Brown, QReport on Macroscopic Analysis of the Las Limas Olmec
SculptureO

Patricia Garbe, @nnqtatedBibllbgraphyfor Olmec ArtQ )

Graham and Heizer, Q\otes on Papalhuapa Site GuatemalaO

Fred Gueman (student), Q'he Competitive Rubber Ball Games of Central and Southern Middle
AmericaO
Marian Hartsough (student), QCharacteristic Feature of Jade and Serpentine Figurines of La
Venta, TabascoO
Heizer
Odgriculture and the Emergent Theocratic State in Lowland Southeastern Mexico”
“Analysis of Two Low Relief Sculptures from La Venta”
“Ceramics” [fragment of alage paoer]
“Colossal Sculpture at Teotihuacan”
Discusson of Bemnal @ contribution on Olmec Culture
Final Comment...on the Controversy Written by Heizer after reading Coe and
Stuckenrath’s Comment Printed SupraO
“The Great ‘Stela’ of La Venta”
“Inferences on the Nature of Olmec Society Based upon the data from La Venta Site”
“Investigations of 1967 and 1968 at La Venta”
“La Venta and the Early Theocratic State in Mexico”
“Man and Maize in the Southeastern Lowlands”
“New Observationson La Venta”
“The Possible Socio-political Structures of the La Venta Olmecs”



“Stela 2”
“Studying America’s Oldest Civilization”
Untitled note on jaguar masksin the southeast and southwest plaiforms, Complex A, La
Venta
Heizer and Drudker, Q'he Fluted Pyramid of the La Venta Site”
Heizer, Drudker, and Graham, “Investigations at La Venta, 1967 "
Heizer and Graham
“Brief Tentative Synopsis and Guide to Slides: Excavations at La Venta, 1968”
“Report to INAH on Archaeological Concession #5, 1967
Heizer and Jnas E. Bullberg, QConcave Mirrors from the Site of La Venta”
Heizer, Tillie Smith, and Howel Williams, Q\otes on Colossal Head No. 2 from Tres Zapotes”
Heizer and Williams, Gource of Rocks Used in Olmec Monuments”
Curtis Arthur Jackson (student) ,}%ltidimensional Scaling and the Seriation of the Twelve
Olmec Colossal HeadsO
Peter David Joralemon, X1 Study of Olmec IconographyQ
Le Roy V. Joesnk-Mandevillg ('he Olmec Gulf Coast Region and Northwestern Yucatan during
Middle FormativeO
Gary Kring (student), Qe Jaguar in Olmec ReligionO
Paul Kroster (student), QCultural Exchange between Mexican Highland and Veracruz CoastO
MelindaLeach (sudent), Wress and Ornamentation in Olmec Monumental Sculpture, rock
Carvings, and FigurinesO
Alexander Marshak, imec Mosaic Pendeant: Internal Analysis Reveals Prehistoric Arithmetic,
Possibly Calendric ContentsO
Scott McCue (student), Qnferences on the Use of San Lorenzo and La Venta from the
Monumental SculptureO
Rene Millon, QChronological and Developmental Classifications in Mesosamerican PrehistoryO
Takashi Miyaweki, Qvultidimensional Scaling of the Twelve HeadsO
Martin G. Murry, Cfancerning ;he Concave Mirrors found at La Venta, Veracruz, MexicoO )
Michael Muse and T. Stocker, Qe Cult of the Cross: Interpretations in Olmec IconographyO
Adriadne H. Prater (student), Oln Analysis of Site Plans and Layouts of Six Pre-Classic Sites in
MesoamericaO
E. M. Shook and Heizer, Oln Olmec Sculpture from the South (Pacific) Coast of Guatemala”
Tillie Smith
QComments on Kubler’s Developmental Theory of Olmec ArtO
Q'he Great Stone Olmec Heads of Southeast MexicoO
Robert J. Squier
Evidence of ‘Post-Olmec’ Occupations at La Venta, TabascoO
Q'he Nature and Chronology of Olmec CultureO
Matthew W. Stirling, (‘ngree Sandstone Monuments from La Venta IslandO )
Karen Weeks (student), QPossible System of Measurement for Olmec CultureO
Bent T. Young (student), imec AgricultureQ

Boxes 10-11

Printed and Processed Material, Most 1950s-1907s

Mogt of thematerial conssts of copiesof publications concerning Olmec Culture or general
Mesoamerican archeology. Al included are news releases ebout Heizar® publications, guides
to theIngtituto Nacional de Antropologia e Historia and other publications for touridts, literature
concerning the magnetometer, newspape clippings concerning the work of Heizer and other



archeologists, and copies of abibliography of Heizer® published writings(1937-1978) including
one annotated by T.R. Hester.

Box 12
Miscellany, 1955-1978.

Includes financial papers, bibliography cards, cgotionsof photographic material, tags of 1955
C14 samples, and a40 centavos ssamp bearing an Olmec head.

Drawings

Sketches and photocopies of sketches of Olmec colossal heads and other specimens. Thereis
also an unfinished rubbing of plague numbe 1 madeby Robert J. Squier in 1955.

Boxes 1314
Photogrgph Albums with negatives

Arranged in two groups: albums and loose negatives. Thealbums are arranged by site and then
by specimen, following an alphabetical-numerical codefor desgnating ecific monuments,
altars, and soforth.

Includes black and white prints and negatives of views and details of sculpturefrom La Venta,
Tres Zgpotes, San Lorenzo, Cerro de lasMesas, and Lagunade los Caros. Thereisal a

miscellany of photographs of objects from other stes. Typed captionsunder the photographs
briefly identify the object and view.

Related photographs are in the seriesof photogrgphs arranged by ste.
Boxes 1516
Photographs aranged by ste, 1955-1969

Mostly black and white prints many with related negatives. A few postcards and color printsare
included.

Folder titles:
Alvarado

British Museum
Catamaca

Catamaca Daeria photographs
Coatlinchan

Corral Nuevo

Ejido Ojoshal

El Meson

Jalapa

Lagunade los Cerros
LasLimas

LaVenta



Altars
Ballcourt
Carvings
Celts
Colossal heads
Columns
Drains
Excavations
Figurines
Jaguar mask
Magnetometer survey
Mirrors
Model complex A
Offerings
Pyramid
Stele
Tomb
Unidentified
Workers

Los Angeles County Museum of Art, Mitla/Monte Alban, Monte Alto (Guatemala)

Munich, Museo Nacional de Mexico, Piedrahabrada

San Lorenzo
Colossal heads
Miscellany
Negative

Santa Maria Uxpanana

Sayula

Taxoo

Tehuantepec

Teotihuacan

Terron Cggado

Tlatilco

Tres Zgpotes
Colossal heads
Miscellany

Tula

TuxtlaCoast

Vigjon

Villahermosa

Xico Viego

Many of the photogrgphsin this series areduplicated in other series.

Boxes 17-19

Photographsof Expeditions, 1955, 1967-1969

Arranged in chronological order by year of expadition. Heizer aranged some of the 1955

photographsin labeled packs and these have been retained. The photographs for 1967-1969 are
arranged by filmstrip.



Includes black and white negatives, prints, and proof sheets. Heizer shot most of the
photographs, but therearealso photographs made by Fhilip Drudker, Robert J. Syuier, and C.
William Clewlow.

Folder titles:
1955
LV1, Terron Cagado, LV Column
LV Altar 4
Comalco, LV Stela2, LV Columns
Stelal, LV4, LV Monument5, LV1
Piecesin Museo Nacional, LV Monument 19
SL 1, 2, 3, monument 14
Ednza, Uxmal, | dolo de Coatchiltan
LV4, Comalcalw, LV Jaguar throne
Piecesin Museo Nacional deMexico, 8.2, LV Monument 19
Bird life in Terron Cagado, TZ1, SL ste photogrgohs (coyote box)
Terron Cagado, Runta Roca Partida
Sculpturesin Santiago Tuxtla, TZ Monument F, NSL, El Meson Stela
1967
A-1-3 (west bastion)
A-5
Artifact
House congtruction
Land clearing
Miscellany
Northwes platform
Offering 3
Offering 4
Pavement-like offerings
People
Southwest platform
Stone monuments
West bagtion (adobes, basalt columns, facing blocks, jaguar mosaic, retaining walls, and
marking walls, and stratigraphy)

The remaining photographs are identified only by year and packet number.
Box 20
Miscellaneous Photographs. Arranged by subject.

Includes photographic printsand negatives, mostly black and white Therearealso afew
postcards.

Most of the photogrgphsare too incompletely identified to allow interfiling in other series.

Folder titles:
Altar

Celts

Colossal heads
Cooksplates



Discs

Excavations

Figurines

Jade ornament (with a letter from T.W. Hegter)
Lagosde Monte Bello
Mexican hematite mirrors
Miscellaneous

Postage Stamp

Sculpture

Seler Festschrift
Staubenhaven Collection
Stele

Stonebox

Box 21
Unidentified Photographs

Thisisa set of printsof Olmec gecimens on exhibit. Many weretaken at the Parque Olmeca at
Villahermosa

Boxes 23-24
Slides, 1943-1971

Arranged in two groups. dated dides arranged by year and then by broad subject; undated dides
arranged into broad subjects exceptfor agroup of large trangparencies at theend.

Many of the dides areview of dtes, excavations, specimensin situ, specimens at musaums,
camps, equipment, and field crews. Heize took many of them. The 1943 dides, however,
concen thefieldwork of Matthew Stirling; Philip Drucker or Robert J. Squier took many of the
1955 dides. Someof the dides ae of non-archeological subjects. Among the 1955 dides, for
example, aeviews of peopleat LaVentavillage and of the townsof Coatzacoalcos, Minatitle,
and Lagunilla. The1960 didesincludeviewsof Santiago Tuxtla, and the 1967 didesinclude
views of Coatzacoalcosand aboat parade there

Box 25
[llustrations for Bureau of American Ethnology Bulletin 170, 1957

Artwork and photographsfor figures and platespublished in Drucker, Heizer, and Squie®
Excavations at La Venta, Tabasco, 1955.

Map Case
Maps and Other Cartographic Material, 1955-1968
Includes sketch maps and cross-sectionsmadein the field; draftsmen@&drats, tracings, and

completed maps, and published items. A few notes are included. Some of the itemsare those of
Philip Drucker end Robert J. Squier.



Thematerial isgrouped asfollows.

LaVentageneral area

Pyramid plan and elevation

Pyramid contour magps

Chart of magnetometer survey

Plans of area oouth of pyramid

Patsfrom 1967 and 1968 surveys

Layout of obsidian samples

Sketch mapsof Pgpahugpavicinity

Miscellaneous printed magps

Unidentified plan [Identified by David Grove (November 29, 2005) as Ga map of Olmec drain
stones excavated by Heizer in his1967 research at La Venta, Mexico. Excavationswere
published in Qniv. of Calif. Archaeological Research FacilityCpublication.Q

SERIES 2: Material CONCERNING WORK AT CUICUILCO, MEXICO, 1957
1965

Box 26

Correspondence, 1957-1971

Report, 1957

Howel Williams notes on pottery

Notes (reading, bibliographic)

Printed material

Anna O. Shepard aticle on pottery analyss
Miscellany

Adminigrativeforms and pape's

Notes, 1961

Maps, and Ketches

Box 27

Photogrgphs and dides
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