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    About the Anthropology Archives:

The National Anthropological Archives (NAA) collects materials that document the world’s cultures and the history of anthropology. The NAA was formed in 1968, with collections dating back to the Bureau of American Ethnology (formed in 1879). Together with the HSFA, we hold almost 20,000 feet of records from all fields of anthropology, including institutional records, fieldnotes, correspondence, images, maps, and recordings from around the world. 

The Human Studies Film Archives (HSFA) provides access to over 8 million feet of ethnographic film. Started in 1975, we have been part of the Smithsonian Department of Anthropology since 1981, and hold films from filmmakers such as Timothy Asch, Jorge Preloran, David MacDougall, and John Marshall. The film archives supports research on visual culture, humans in the natural world, and the development of ethnographic film.

Both archives are open by appointment, typically Wednesday-Friday from 9:30am-3:30pm. Please schedule your visit well in advance, to ensure we have space and time to pull the materials you request, especially if they are stored offsite!




    Donating to the Archives:

We are currently pausing the acqusition of new collections through at least September 2024, while we update the scope and focus on our archives. Feel free to reach out to our archivists at naa@si.edu or hsfa@si.edu with any questions, or to request a collections proposal form and donation guidelines to review.
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    This search guide will help you locate materials in our two catalogs: Collections Search, which searches across Smithsonian archives, libraries, and museum collections, and SOVA, which searches collections across the Smithsonian's 14 archives. 


NAA Search Guide and Info Packet 2021


 




    Subject Guides to Indigenous and Specialty Collections

These guides are intended to make it easier for you to find collections related to Indigenous languages and cultures. These are a snapshot from one moment in time. Because we are still cataloging and describing our collections, we may not yet know about every relevant collection completely and accurately. We welcome input from Native and indigenous community members to improve these guides, and will work to incorporate these edits into our catalog and access policies as we have staff capacity. Guides available to date include: 

	African Diaspora
	Apsáalooke (Crow)
	Biological Anthropology
	Brazil
	Cherokee
	Chesapeake Bay Tribes
	Cheyenne (Tsitsistas)
	Coeur d'Alene
	Confederated Tribes of Coos, Lower Umpqua, and Siuslaw Indians
	Crow
	Diné (Navajo)
	Haida
	Hawai'i
	Hopi
	Hupa
	Ioway
	Kiowa
	Maiduan
	Mandan, Hidatsa, and Arikara
	Micronesia
	Miwok
	Nez Perce
	Northern Paiute
	Niitsitapii (Blackfoot / Blackfeet)
	Otoe-Missouri
	Ponca
	Seminole
	Shawnee
	Tsitsistas/Suhtai (Cheyenne)





    Contact Us

For questions about research, donating collections, or donating to support the archives, reach out to our archivists at naa@si.edu (or 301-238-1310), or to our film archivists at hsfa@si.edu.
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  1000 Madison Drive NW 
Washington, D.C. 20560 
Free admission. Open every day except
Dec. 25 from 10 AM to 5:30 PM
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