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Scope and Content Note

These papers reflect the professional life of Dr. Philip Drucker (1911-1982), Assistant Curator
for the U. S. National Museum, Ethnologist and Anthropologist for the Bureau of American
Ethnology (BAE), Staff Anthropologist in the U. S. Navy, farmer, and professor at the
Universities of Kentucky, Colorado, and Baylor. Included are notes and fieldnotes from his
expeditions into the American Northwest, MesoAmerica, and Oceania, correspondence sent and
received by Drucker, drafts and notes of some of his works, element lists, newspapers and
newsletters he collected, papers and materials from others in the field, class notes and exams
from his years of teaching, photographs, and maps.

Of primary concern are the materials dealing with the Northwest Coast, which contain his most

detailed notes. Dr. Drucker was considered to be one of the foremost experts in that region.
There is also considerable photographic material on MesoAmerica, the majority of which
remains unprocessed. Also included are materials dealing with Southern California, South
America, and Oceania.

Correspondents include Margaret Blackman, Joanna Chisholm, William Beynon, John Fox, E.
Gartly Jaco, Elizabeth Tooker, Margaret Lantis, Joseph P. Benson, Kenneth Ames, Vera Rubin,
Charles M. Tolbert, Robert E. Quirk, James R. Glenn, and Ward H. Goodenough.

The Drucker Papers also include notes, exams, and assignments from his classes as well as a
number of papers dealing with topics not directly related to the main series. There are many
photographs of the Northwest Coast and MesoAmerica, and a few maps from each of the main
regions in which Drucker worked.



Chronology of the Life of Philip Drucker

January 13, 1911
1927

1929
Summer 1930
1930
1932
1933

1934-35
1936

1936
1938-39

1940

1941-42
1942
December 1945

October 1948

January 1952

December 1955
1955-66

October 1966
Spring 1967
Summer 1968
1968-69
1969-78

June 1978
1978-79
1979-?

February 28, 1982

Born in Chicago, Illinois

Began degree program in Animal Husbandry at Colorado Agricultural
College

Changed to Liberal Arts program at Colorado College

Field School in Archaeology with the University of New Mexico
Began Anthropology Degree at the University of California, Berkeley
A. B. Degree in Anthropology from the University of California, Berkeley
Teaching Fellowship, Department of Anthropology, University of
California, Berkeley

Social Science Research (SSRC) pre-doctoral fellowship “Study of
Nootkan Indians”

Ethnographic Survey of Northwest Coast for the University of California
Program in “Cultural Element Distribution”

Ph. D. In Anthropology, University of California, Berkeley

National Research Council (NRC) post-doctoral fellowship
(Archaeological Survey of the Northwest Coast)

Assistant Curator, United States National Museum (transferred to Bureau
of American Ethnology)

Olmec Field Trips

Commissioned Lt. (Jg) (Line) USNR; active duty

Released from active duty

Ethnologist, Bureau of American Ethnology, Smithsonian Institution
Ordered to active duty, LCdr, USNR. Staff Anthropologist, Staff of
Deputy High Commissioner, Trust Territory Of the Pacific Islands
(Micronesia)

Released from active duty

Anthropologist for BAE

Resigned BAE

Self-employed, farming operation, Vera Cruz, Mexico

Married Rosario and had two children, Felipe and Rosario

Sold farm and moved to San Andes Tuxtla, Vera Cruz

Visiting professor of Anthropology, University of Kentucky

Visiting professor of Anthropology, University of Colorado

Visiting professor of Anthropology, University of Kentucky
Professor of Anthropology, University of Kentucky

Professor Emeritus, University of Kentucky

Distinguished Visiting Professor, Baylor University

Senior Scientist (Ethnography), Kentucky Longevity Study Project,
University of Kentucky

Died in Lexington, Kentucky



Series Descriptions and Container List

Correspondence
5in.

This file consists mostly of incoming and outgoing letters dating from 1972 until his death. The
letters contained in these files have been arranged by date, with undated material coming at the
beginning. Among the majority of these letters is personal correspondence, letters with
companies and organizations (usually directly relating to work he did or was doing for them),
and letters to and for students including recommendations. Also included is a significant amount
of material between Dr. Drucker and Margaret Blackman, and William Beynon.

Container Contents
Box 1
Folder 1 Incoming - ND, 1972-1981
2 Outgoing - 1972-1981
3 Joanna Chisholm and Mitchell Beazley International includes material related to
correspondence

4 William Beynon - 1954-1955
5 Miscellaneous - 1911, 1975-1982

Northwest Coast
5 ft. 10 in.

This series includes field notes and other notes on the northwest coastal areas of North America.
The notes cover topics such as the Native Brotherhoods; various tribal notes including the
Nootkan, Tlingit, Tsimshian, Kwakiutl, and others; element lists; court case material dealing
with the northwest coast; and various other ethnological and archaeological material. A
collection of papers from the Northwest Coast Studies Conference of 1976 as well as various
newspaper articles and newsletters can be found among these records also.

NATIVE BROTHERHOODS
Container Contents
Box 2
Field Notebooks
Vol. 1-3 Southeast Alaska. 1952. 3 vols.
Vol. 1-6 British Columbia. 1953. 6 vols.
Vol. 1 Southeast Alaska. 1953. 1 vol.
Vol. 1 Pt. Simpson Notes, British Columbia. n.d. 1 vol.



Box 2 (continued)

Folder 1
2
3

Box 3

Folder 1
2
3

7

8

Drafts

Miscellaneous drafts of section of Bull. 168, pt.1

Histories of cooperative organizations in British Columbia villages

Early drafts of section of Bull. 168. Pt. 1 has some information not included in
published version

Material and Notes Collected at Alaska Native brotherhood 40™ Annual
Convention, Hoonah, Nov. 1952.

Program, notes and address book

Mimeographed material from Convention annotated by Drucker

AND newsletter, membership card, and constitution

Material Related to Policies and Actions of the Native Brotherhood of British
Columbia

Constitution and finances

Price and Labor Agreements

Correspondence

Relating to grants and reports 1952-54

Miscellaneous Native Brotherhood

Reference Notes collected by Drucker

Notes

9-12  Published Material

NORTHWEST COAST STUDIES CONFERENCE

Box 4
Collection of Papers Presented - arranged alphabetically by author
Folder 1 A-G
2 H-R
3 S-Z
4 Program
MATERIALS BY TRIBE
Container Contents
Box 5
Nootka
Vol. 1-15 Field Notebooks
Folder 1 Unidentified Drawing



Box 6
Field Notes
Folder 1 Field note excerpts from 2, 8, 9, 10
2 Contents of field notebook 4
3 Excerpts of field notebook 6
4 Field notes on “property rights and rank”, “personalities”, and “war”
5 Field notes on dances
6 “Chiefs” family history and mythology notes
7 “lucky-bag” misc. field notes
8 Miscellaneous typed notes from field notes
Other Ethnological Notes
9 “Hesquit seats. Clayoquot: Geneal. Seats. Terr.”
10 Notes on ownership rights of dentalic grounds
11 Short ethnological notes
12 Collections of Papers relating to the Nootka Drafts
13 From paper on Nootka ethnology
14 Supernatural World
15 Economic Cycles
16 Economy
17 Historic Changes: Whaling
18 Sketch of five Nootka Masks

Box 7
Tlingit

Folder 1 Collection of papers relating to Tlingit
Tshimshian

2 Field Notes
3-4  Notes on Potlatches, dances and other ceremonies

5 Ethnical and Geographical Study of the Tsemsivan Nation by William Beynon -
Transcripts and notebooks
6 Collection of papers relating to Tsimshian
Kwakiutl
7 Field Notes
8 Collection of papers relating to Kwakiutl
Other Tribes
Field Notes

Vol. 1 Bellabella Indians 1938

Vol. 2 Bellabella and Others 1938?

Folder 9 Collection of papers on other tribes
Ethnological Notes on Northwest Coast Tribes




MISCELLANEOUS ETHNOLOGY

Container Contents
Box 8
Folder 1 Collection of papers by Margaret Blackman
2 Site Surveys
3 Northwest Coast Special Notes
4 Social and Cultural Aspects of Northwest Coast
Notes
5 Bella Coola Shamanism?
6 “Heiltsuk Social Organization...”
7 Early data on Northwest Coast Art
8 Notes and letters about Salish weaving - includes 8 prints annotated by Drucker
Collection of papers relating to Northwest Coast
9 “Voyage Round the World” Capt. George Shelvocke
10 Tolmie Journal - (1834-36) - Extracts
11 “Catalog of Antiquities and Curiosities collected in the Territory of Alaska: by
Edward G. Fast
12 Miscellaneous papers
ARCHAEOLOGY
Container Contents
Box 9
Field Notes
Vol. 1 Field notebook, 1938
Vol. 2 Field notebook “British Columbia Coast Survey”, 1938
Folder 1 cross section drawings of excavations
Other Notes and Drafts
2 “Puget Sound Archaeological Material”
Data collected from other sources
3 “Northwest Coast comparative collections”Notes and sketches of artifacts in
museums
Vol. 1 Notes on archaeological specimens at National Museum of Canada and Peabody
Museum
Folder 4 Photograph of Stone Vessel in possession of B. W. Leeson
5 Correspondence between Wilson Duff, Provincial Museum, Victoria, BC, and Dr.

Drucker covering a Japanese pottery fragment found on Vancouver Island.
Includes 4 photographs



ELEMENT LISTS

Container
Box 10

Folder 1
2

Box 11

Folder 1-3

Contents

“Introduction” to “Cultural Element Distributions” Published in revised form
“Areal Patterns: — Unpublished draft

Data collected from published sources, for individual culture elements, Listing
artifact or trait, and publication

“Nootkan. Data from Historic Sources” — Nootka cultural element references
4 Nootka element lists. 1936

Northwest Coast Element Lists - field copies

Northwest Coast Element Lists - “synthetic” - Original Cultural element

NEWSPAPERS AND NEWSLETTERS

Container

Contents

Box 11 (continued)

Folder 4
5
6
7

Native News

Tundra Times

Miscellaneous Newsletters
Photocopied newspaper articles

UNITED STATES NAVAL MATERIAL

Box 11 (continued)

Folder 8 U. S. Naval Material
CASES AND DISPUTES

Container Contents

Box 12

Sealaska and Tlingit and Haida Council




Folder 1
2

3
4

(o)}

Box 13

Folder 1

Box 14

Folder 1

2

(O8]
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Correspondence

Weissbrodt and Weissbrodt

Miscellaneous

Corporate Information and Congressional Testimony
Tlingit and Haida Council

Raymond Paddock’s Testimony

Sealaska Corporation

Evidence

Defendant Exhibits 1-13

Reports, Notes, and exhibit no. 62

Related Papers

“Possessory Rights of the Natives of Southeastern Alaska” A Report To the
Commissioner of Indian Affairs

Related Papers (cont.)

“The Coast Indians of Southeastern Alaska and Northern British Columbia” by
Ensign Albert P. Niblark, U. S. Navy

Reports and Government Publications

“The Bombardment and Burning of Angoon, Alaska on October 26, 1882"
Reports, Laws, Acts, and Hearings

Related Newsleters

Native News

Mary King vs. Thomas Young
Correspondence

Facts and Evidence

Last Will and Testament of Matthew Johnson and excerpts from Thomas Young’s
Deposition

Genealogical Charts
Depositions

Fred J. Donnelly

Victor Hotch

Jenny Klanott

Anna K. Smith

Thomas Young

Indian Sweat Lodge Case




OREGON COAST AND NORTHERN CALIFORNIA

Container Contents
Box 15
Field Notes
Vol. 1-6  Field notebooks, Oregon Coast, May-July 1934. notes on Coos, Alsea, and
Clackamas
Vol. 1-3 Tolowa field notebooks. n.d.
Vol. 1 Field notebook on “Karuk pikiyavic” (word renewal ceremony) Published as “A

Karuk World-Renewal Ceremony at Panaminik”, University of
California Publications in American Archaeology and Ethnology, XXXV, 1936.
Folder 1 Drucker field notes (original) on Tolowa geog. n.d.
2 Contents of “Clackamas Chinook™ field notebook, July 1934

Published and Unpublished Papers by Drucker

5in.

This series consists of a single box containing papers by Dr. Drucker. Included among these
papers are both notes and drafts. Some of these papers were published by Dr. Drucker and some
of them do not seem to have made it that far. The material covers the Northwest Coast and
MesoAmerican areas as well as some reviews by Drucker.

Container Contents
Box 16
Northwest Coast
Folder 1 “Diffusion in Northwest Coast Culture Growth in the Light of Some
Distributions” — Ph. D. Thesis, University of California 1936.
2 “Ecology and Northwest Coast Political Organization”
3 “Northwest Coast Indians” - excerpts from the 15" edition of the Encyclopaedia
Britannica, 1974
4 “Research Problems and Conditions on the Northwest Coast” - includes

permission for publication (was never published)
“A Techno-Ecological Model of Northwest Coast Resource Exploitation”
6 “Tlingit and Haida Inc.: A success Story”

(9}

10



7 Collection of articles and related correspondence agreed on for publication with
Arete Publishing Company
MesoAmerica

8 “Arithmetics and Symbolism of Certain Olemec Offerings”

9 “The La Venta Olmec Support Area”

10 “On the Nature of Olmec Polity”

11 “A Study of the Milpa System of La Venta Island and itsArchaeological
Implications” - a reprint from the South-Western Journal of Anthropology

12 “Swiden Didn’ Make All that Midden” The Search for Ancient Maya
Agronomies”

13 “Two Aboriginal Works of Art from the Veracruz Coast”

14 Reviews

MesoAmerica

15 in.

This series has a large collection of papers relating to various topics and tribes. The two main
areas of concentration are the Olmec peoples and the La Venta site material. Also, there are a
number of papers relating to Culture, history, agriculture, and Art as well as the Cholula, Oaxaca,
Teotihuacan, and Veracruz cities. To be included later in this series is a large amount of
unprocessed material dealing with MesoAmerica, specifically the Maya. Contained within 4
boxes and 1 folder and making up about 22 total inches, this material consists mostly of notes,
photographs, and plates.

Container

Box 17

Folder

Box 18

Vol. 1
Folder 1

Contents

Olmec

“The Ethnography of Olmec Sculpture”
Notes - Religious Culture

Notes with early draft - Olmec Sculpture
Annotated draft - Olmec Sculpture
Draft - Olmec Sculpture

Draft - Olmec Sculpture

Related Photographs

Miscellaneous Papers on the Olmec

La Venta
Field Notebook - La Venta, Tabasco, 1967
Notes on La Venta Ceramics

11



Box 19

Folder

Box 20

Folder

1
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10

12
13

Miscellaneous papers relating to La Venta

Papers related to MesoAmerica by topic
Cholula

Oaxaca

Teotiuacan

Veracruz

Agriculture

Culture

History

Art

Monuments, artifacts, and landmarks
Pre-Columbian Ballgame

Research Projects
Spinder Newspaper Article
Consolidating Materals

Original hand drawn maps with draftsman copies

Survey - E. Olmec
La Venta Project (19510
La Venta Correspondence (General)

La Venta Exploration Fund - Drucker 1951-55, etc.

Survey (Tres Zapotes Region)
La Venta: Personel

Art Style

Two Highlands Works of Art from Veracruz

(La Venta) (Olmec Art) Misc. Notes, comparative data, stylistic summaries, (first

drafts) etc.
C de las Meias Jade Notes
Jade - Cde M

Tehuantepec (Itsh)
Teothuacan Tipol.
Chiapas Highland
Spindlewhorls
Chiapas Highland
Woven Sandles

12



Box 21

Vol.

N —

Folder

WD~ W

Box 22

Vol. 1
2
Folder 1
2

NN N W

Box 23

Folder 1

— O 003N LNk~ W

Box 24

Folder 1

Working Notes and Cards, 6 Field notebooks, as follows:
San Lorenzo Tenochtitlan 1946, 1 vol.

San Lorenza Map Data, Chiapas reconnaissance notes, Oaxaca Surface catalog,
all in 1 vol.

La Venta, 1942, 1 vol.

Cerro de las Mesas, 1941, 1 vol.

Tres Zapotes, 1940, 1 vol.

Site Survey, 1941, 1 vol.

La Venta, Photos and negatives

Miscellaneous notes, Holmul, Sacrificios

Miscellaneous notes and letters, most in Spanish

Maps

Soconosco Survey - measurements

Soconosco Survey 1947, notes

Miscellaneous notes, letters and rubbings

Miscellaneous letters re: Soconosco, Chiapas Survey - 1947
[zapa

Photos: pottery

Site Photos

Color slides (59,553/3-A) 1953

Map - Tapachula

Photographs

San Lorenzo

La Venta

Monte Alban, Oaxaca
Negs

Tres Zapotes

Photos and negs

Photo of cast from Geo. Vallant
Photos 1

Photos 2

Columbia and misc. prints

Cerro de las Mesas

13
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Box 25

Folder 1

NN DR W N

Box 26

Folder 1 & 2

Box 27

Folder 1
2-4

Mexico

Misc. Photos, notes, rubbings

Oversize Photographs of maps & Sheras (see oversize box)

Pictures and negs. [Mostly LaVenta. Individually Identified]

Stewart: The True form of the “Téte Trilobée”; graphs and measurements
“Southern Mexico” [otherwise unidentified]

Strebel - Alt. Mexico (Extracts)
Excavation notes

Descriptions

Vessel forms: Dishes

Vessel Shapes: Jars
Archeology

Pictures: Stone Monuments

Buie 141 Plates (Cerro de las Mesas) See: oversize box

Misc. Publications (Mayan)
Publications (Alfonso Caso)

South America

1 folder

This single folder includes papers, reports, and notes on the ethnohistory of South America. It
includes information on The Moche Valley, Brazilian Colonization, Kardecism, and the Andes.

Container Contents
Box 27 (continued)
Folder 5 Misc. Publications - South American material

14



Oceania
5 in.

This series contains mostly material dealing with Micronesia. What has been processed here
deals with Micronesia, Polynesia, Melanesia, and Australia, as well as some other areas.

Container
Box 28

Folder 1

O 03N LN B~ W

11
12
13
14
Box 29
Vol. 1-8
Folder 1-2
3
4
Box 30

Folder 1
2

3
4
5

Contents

[Marshall Islands]

[The Bikini People]

Seinedan in Micronesia

Collected Folk Tales and Historical Material 1948-1949
[Jaluit]

[Rongerik Report - Bikini]
[Homestead Agreement]

[Maps of the Marshall Islands]
[Pictures of Palau Island]

Misc. Naval Orders

[Agriculture]

Pictures

[Land Settlements and disagreements]
[Ponapean publications]

8 Field notebooks: KWAJ notes [Atoll & camp] 1950; unlabeled book, Ponape; I

Ebon - Jaluit - 1950; II Jaluit Misc.; Notes (Mostly WesCar [ Angaur] etc.); 11
KILI; IV KILI LIKIEP; Med. Field Trip - Equipment and Supplies

Palaus, Koror and Yap Angaw- Shorthand Notes (2 folders)

“Micronesia - Ecological Problems”

“Micronesia, etc. (correspondence)

Micronesia
Polynesia
Melanesia
Australia
Miscellaneous

15



Southern California
7 in.

This series contains various field notes and other ethnological notes including cultural element
distribution material and element lists. It pertains to subjects such as the Dieg, Akwa, Yaqui, and
Papago, as well as various notes which include notes on Shamanism.

Container Contents
Box 31
Ethnological Notes
Folder 1 Field notebook. Includes map of locations of informants. n.d.
2 Supplementary notes. Dieg, Akwa, Yaqui, Papago. n.d.
3 Historical and ethnological notes and references
Cultural Element Distributions Material
4 Culture element outline forms - includes general outline, form for tracing culture
element, Southern California, key to Southern California culture, and social
organization
5 Southern California Shamanism MS

6- 13 Original culture element distribution forms
Box 32
Cultural Element Distributions Material (continued)

Folder 1-2  Original culture element distribution forms (continued)
3 “For Sale: California at 47 cents per Acre”

Southwest

This series contains mostly material dealing with the Yuman-Piman tribe. Notes, papers, and
distribution lists are all included. There is also some material related to the Navajo tribe.

Container Contents
Box 32 (continued)

Yuman-Piman
Original Distribution Lists, Notes, and Drafts
Folder 4 Original lists and notes and drafts - includes comments by A. L. Kroeber
5 “Yuman-Piman Tribes of the Southwest” - drafts of: contents, Ethnographic
notes, and elements denied by all informants

16



Box 33

Yuman-Piman (continued)
Original Distribution Lists, Notes, and Drafts (continued)

Folder 1 Lists, notes and revised introduction
2 Miscellaneous notes from lists 5, 6, 8, 9
3 Akwa’ala notes and ms. - “Social and Ceremonial Life of the Akwa’ala and La
Huerta Digueno of Baja California”
Navajo
4 Papers relating to the Navajo

Miscellaneous American Ethnology
6 folders

Container Contents

Box 33 (continued)

Folder 6 “The Eagle Cult in North America” - draft with tables and maps. 1930's
7 “Cross-Cousin’s and kinship Terms - An Aspect of Cross-Cousin Marriage” n.d.
8 “Eskimo-Aleut. N. E. Asia (misc. notes by tribe)” n.d.
9 Anthropological Questionnaire, Bureau of Indian Affairs, 1934
10 “The Midwestern Taxonomic Method as an Aid to Archaeological Culture Study”

by W. C. McKern
11 “The Devil’s Hollow Site, A Stratified Archaic Campsite in Central Texas” by
Michael B. Collins, 1972

Teaching Material
10. in

This series includes Dr. Drucker’s Curriculum Vitae along with annotations showing its
changes over time. Also included are his class lecture notes, some readings and assignments,
and some exams are included. There are a number of other miscellaneous material that stem
from his years as a professor here also.

Container Contents
Box 34
Folder 1 Curriculum Vitae

2 ANT- 499 - Peasant Society - Notes and tests

17
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Box 35

Folder 1
2
3
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ANT- 530 - Contemporary Latin American Culture
Notes and readings and clippings

Lecture notes

Assignments, midterms, finals, student paper

ANT - 522 - Northwest Coast - lecture notes and tests
ANT- 523 - Oceania

Lecture notes

Readings, assignments, and tests

Readings

Miscellaneous Notes

Notes on Northwest Coast

Notes on MesoAmerica

Other notes

Other Miscellaneous Material

Student Paper

Outline of Cultural Materials
Ethnographic Categories
Methodological Directions
“Documenting Applied Anthropology”
Baylor University Expense Report
Notice of Academic Appointment - University of Kentucky

Miscellaneous Papers by Topic

5in.

This series is made up of a collection of various papers which deal with topics not directly
related to any other series in this finding aid.

Container

Box 36

Folder 1
2

Contents

“The Dying Community - Archaeological and Historical Perspectives”
“Science and Moral Judgements”,”Environmental Impact Assessment
Methodologies”, “Archaeology as Anthropology”, “Historical Archaeology as
Science and Humanity”

“Socio-Cultural Aspects of the Effects of Resource Development”, “A
Methodology for Using Diachronic Studies to Predict the Social Impact of
Resource Development”, “Primitive Man as an Ecologic Factor”

18



Photographs

There are numerous photographic prints and negatives in this collection, many taken by Dr.
Drucker himself. Most of the processed material is from the Northwest Coast. Negatives are
individually indentified on the negative sleeves.

Container Contents
Box 37

Northwest Archaeological Negatives. Prints of some negatives are found in Box 36, Folderl.
Negatives include petroglyphs, dig scenes, Whale House, carved posts, etc. from Venn Passage,
McLaughlin Bay and Troup Pass.

Box 38

Folder 1 Prints of negatives in Box 35

Maps

Dr. Drucker surveyed and studied a number of areas throughout his career. The maps included
in this series are a reflection of those areas. There are maps from the Northwest Coast,
MesoAmerica, and Oceania.

Container Contents
Box 38 (continued)

Folder 2 Oceania Maps

Vancouver Island Map

Native Language of North Pacific Coast map and notes
World Aeronautical Chart Index and Coatzacoalcos Map
Nautical Charts

Yavapai Tribe et. al. v. United States

NN DN kW
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Miscellaneous Material

Included are various government documents, bibliographies, and outlines. Also included are a
number of materials related to a project that Drucker started in the State of Kentucky. Some
medical and financial records can be found in here as well.

Container Contents

Box 38 (continued)

Folder 8 Property contract, etc.
9 Insurance papers, bills, etc.

Oversize box

Folder 1 Oversize Maps from Box 22B
2 Oversize Sheras from Box 224
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