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INTRODUCTION

William Louis Abbot was asdf-trained and =lf-sustaining ollector who
donded large numbers of ehnological atifacts, zoologica specimens, and fundsto the
United Sates Nationd Museum of the Smithsonian Ingitution aound he turn of he
twentieth century. The Abbott Papea's in the Nationa Anthropobgical Archives were
gppaently compiled by the staff of the Department of Anthropobgy, especially Otis
Tufton Mason, araor of ethnology, in orde to process incoming @llections The
correspondéce and printed materids re ae primarily to AbbottOoll ecting ativities and
to MasonOsesearch on AbbotOsollections

Thecollection oacupies 13 feet (3.4 neters) of shdf space.

SCOPE AND CONTENT NOTE

William Louis Abbot, although fornaly trained in medicing chose instead to
devote his time and inheited weath to worldwide exploraion and the collection of
naurd history specimens and ethnologica artif acts. The Abbot pgers in the Nationd
Anthropobgical Archives reflect his collecting activities in the East Indies, and hework
on hi collectionsfrom tha region by Uhited States Nationd Museum pasonnd,
especially Otis Tufton Mason, arator of ethnology. Thecollection indudes
correspondence, maps, illugrationsof atif acts, manuscripts, lists of obgcts in the Abbott
collection in the Smithsonian Department of Anthropobgy, and phobgraghic prints and
neggdives. In adition, hereis asubject file which containsinformation on avariety of
topics rd aing to Indonasia and Mdaysia. The materials dae from the 1890sto the early
decades of this century.

This archivd oollection forms avaduable complement to the collection of atifacts
housed in the Nationd Museum of Naturd History. (AbbottOsollectionsfrom Indonesia
are described by Dr. Paul M. Taylor, curaor of Asian ethnology, in theMuseum
Anthropology Newd etter, April, 1985.) Thesubject file and lists of objects provide daa
on @&rtain Pecific artifacts and her uses and AbbotOsorrespondaice contains his
observationsof thedally life of the various peoples from whom the objects were
collected. These doauments are supplemented by a generous phobgraphic record and
sketch mgps which outline theroutes hefollowed. Thepapes focus on heMalay
Peninsula and Archipeago, theregion dosest to AbbotOsheart and © which hededicated
over adecade before eye disease forced him to leave the tropics.

In addition to AbbottOwn meterials, there are notes by nuseum staff, induding
descriptionsof atifacts, and manuscripts of articles mostly by Mason who was
paticularly interested in basketry. The buk of the correspondece is between Abbot,
Otis Mason, Walter Hough,and Cecil Boden Kloss who accompanied Abbott on sveral
expeditions Other correspondants indude CyrusAdler, Jesse Water Fewkes, William
H. Furness, Alfred CortHaddon, Aes Hrdli'ka, Mary Lois Kissdl, ElImer D. Merrill,
William Palmer, Richard Rathbun, ad Cherles Clark Willoughby. M4 of the letters are



brief and discuss propo®d work on he Abbot collections bibliographic sources, and
basketry.

Additiond material in the Nationa Anthropobgical Archives relating o William
Louis Abbot is contained in the papea's of Ales Hrdli! kaand of Herbert W. Krieger, the
Manuscript and Pamphlet File of the United Sates Nationd Museum Department of
Anthropobgy, and the phatographic collection of hie United States Nationd Museum
Division of Ehnology. Because Abbott donded materid to avariety of dgpartmentsin
the Smithsonian, his origina written materid is located in severd othe Smithsonian
depatments as well. There are pasond letters to his mother and gster as well as
Smithsonian pasonnd in the Smithsonian Ingitution Archives. Fed notebooks
induding detailed ketch maps of ollecting dationsarein thelibraies of the
depatments of Mammals and of Brds.

Thespdling of phce names used hee are those of Abbott who frequently wrote
them as they soundel to him.

CHRONOLOGY OF THE LIFE OF WILLIAM LOUISABBOTT

Februay 23, 1860 Born in Philadelphia, Penngylvania

1880 Collected birdsin lowa and North Dakota
1881 Bachdor of Arts, University of Penngylvania
1883 Collected birdsin Cubaand Santo Domingo
1884 Dodor of Medicine, University of Penngylvania
18841886 Postgraduae work in England

Licentiate of Royd College of Surgeonsand
Royd Col egeof Physcians

1886 Recaived inheaitance and discontinued formal
practi ce of medicine

18871889 Exploraion of Tavetaregion near Mt.
Kilimanjaro with William Astor Chandler.
Collection donaed to United States National
Musaum

1890 Exploraion and ollection in Zanziba,
Seychdles Islands and Madagascar

1891 CEthnolbogical collectionsin the U.S. Nationd



1892

1893

1894

1895

1896

1897

1898

1899

Museum from Kilima-Njaro, East Africa, O
Annual Report of theU.S.National Mussum
for 1891 pages 381-398

Exploraion and wllection in India, induding
Baltistan, Karachi, Kashmir, and Sinaga

Exploraion and wllection in Vae of Kashmir,
Baltistan, Aden, Sgychelles Islands and
Aldébralsland

Exploraion and wllection in Sgychelles Islands
India, including Kashmir and Sinagar; Leh
Ladakh; Sinkiang, Chna and Eastern
Turkistan

Coninual exploraion and mllection in region of
Eastern Turkistan, Pakistan, India, and
Ceylon

Exploraion and ollection in Madagascar and
Kashmir

Exploraion and ollection in Malay Peninsula,
induding:
Jan-Feb B Perak
Feb-Mar bCanton
Apr-Nov D Trang Rovince, Sam, induding
Ramon, Tyching, and Renang

Exploraion and ollection
Jan -- Trang
Apr-May -- Penang
May-Dec -- India

Volunteered in Soanish-American War with
William A. Chambers as Orregular HorseO
in Horida and srved in Cuba

Travel in Snggoreand China

Congrudion of shoone OrerrgpinO
Exploraion and wllection accompanied by Ceil
Boden Kloss
Jan-Mar -- Trang
March -- Singgore
Mar-Apr -- Java
Jul-Sept -- Linggaand Anambaislands



1900

1901

1902

1903

1904

Oct-Nov - Singgpore Penang
Dec - Junkssylon

Exploraion and wllection accompanied by Kloss

Jan-Mar -- Burmg, Mergui Archipelago

Jun-Aug -- NatunaArchipdago

Nov-Dec -- Penang, Burna, Mergui
Archipdago

Exploraion and ollection accompanied by Kloss

Jan -- Andaman Idands

Jan-Mar -- Nicoba Islands

Apr-Nov -- Northen Sumétra, Rhio-
LinggaArchipelago, bhore Penang

Nov-Jan 02 Simaur

Exploraion and wllection accompanied by Kloss

Jan-Feb -- Banjak Islands Lasia, Babi

Feb-Mar -- Western Sumatra

Mar -- Nias

Apr-May -- Pahang, Mdaya;, Singaporeand
Straits Islands

Aug-Sep -- Bintang, Rho Archipdago

Oct-Nov -- Simdur

Nov-Jan 03-- Pagi Islands

Exploraion and wllection

Jan -- Western Sumatra

Feb -- Pulo Telo

Apr -- Penang, Snggore

May-June -- Karimun Idands

July-Aug-- Rhio-LinggaArchipelago

Aug-Sep -- Eastern Sumatra

Oct -- Penang

Nov-Mar 04 -- Burmese coast, including
Victoria Point, Mergui
Archipdago, and Tenasserim

Exploraion axd collection

Apr -- Penang and Sraits of Md acca
May-Jun -- Bankalsland

Jul-Aug -- Billiton Idand

Aug-Sep -- Karimata Island

Oct -- Benkulen, Sumatra
Nov-Dec -- Engano



1905

1906

1907

1908

1909

19161915

19121915

Exploraion and wllection
Dec 04-Feb- Western Sumatra
Feb-Mar -- Nias
Jun-Sep -- Western Borne, including
Pontianak and Kapuas rivers
Nov-Jan 06-- Eastern Sumetra
Designaed Honoray Assodate in Zoology by he
U.S. Nationd Museum

Visited Hong Kong and Jpan (April-May)
Exploraion and wllection accompanied by Kloss
Oct-Feb 07-- Easter Sumatra, induding
Bengkdis and Rupst islandsand
Siak River

Exploraion and ollection
Mar -- Rhio Archipdago
May -- Islandsof South ChnaSeq,
induding Direction Idand, Detu,
Temayer, Lamukutan,
Panebangan, and Relapis
May-Sep -- Western Borne, induding
Kapuas and Smpang rivers
Nov-Dec -- Java Seg, including Bavean
Island

Exploraion and wllection
Dec O7-Mar- Southesstern Borneo,
induding Rulo Laut and Rulo Sebuku
Jun  -- Southwestern Boreno
Nov -- JavaSea

Exploraion and ollection
Dec 08-Apr -- Pulo Laut and eastern
Borneo, induding Pesir River
Onst of patial blindness caused by irochetoss,
and reatment in Aachen, Germany. Iliness
forced Abbot to suspend wllecting
activities in tropics.

Exploration and wllection in Kashmir
Donaed fundsto United States Nationd Museum

for expedition © Borne by Henry Cusier
Raven



1914

19151916

1916

19171918

1918

19191923

1920

19261922

19231924

19251927

1928

1928

19281931

Brief visit and ollection in Moluccalslands
and Céebes, accompanied by hs sister

Donaed fundsfor expedition by Raen to Dutch
East Indies, especially Celebes

Exploraion and wllection in Dominican Republic
Exploraion and @llection in Haiti

Interrupton of field work by Abbot because of
servereillness (dysentary) and by Raven
because of the war

Exploraion aad ollection in Hispaniola

Donaed fundsto United Sates Nationd Mussum
for botnicd oollection in Haiti by Emery
C. Leonad, ad in Division of Rants

Donaed fundsto United Sates Nationd Mussum
for expedition © Audrdiaby naurdist
Chales M. Hoy

Donded fundsto United States Nationd Museum
for expedition © Chnaby Chales M. Hoy
until HoyOslesth in thefield; work
condudeal by Reverend David Crodkett
Graham

Donaed fundsto United Sates Nationd Mussum
for expeditionsto Hispaniola

Donaed fundsto United Sates Nationd Mussum
for expddition b Chhna

Donaed fundsto United Sates Nationd Mussum
for expadition © Hispaniolaby Arthur J
Poole, Division of Mammals

Donaed fundsto United Sates Nationd Museum
for archenlogical expadition to Hispaniola
by Herbert William Krieger, curator,
Division of Ehnology



1932

1934

April 2, 1936

Donaed fundsto United Sates Nationd Mussum
for archeological expedition to Cuba

Purchase and donaion of birds of the Hima ayas for
the United States Nationd Museum

Death of William Louis Abbot & his farm near
North East, Maryland of heart disease & ter
along ilness

Beguest to Smithsonian Ingitution any of bools and
papes desired (278 volimes accepted) and
gpproximately $100,000 (15 of estate) to
pronote zoologica researchers



SERIES DESCRIPTIONS AND CONTAINTER LIST

SERIESI: CORRESPONDENCE, 18961919

Origind handwritten documents as well as typed mpies and excerpts of letters
make up this file. Mogt of the letters are from Abbot to Otis Mason and later to Wal ter
Hough. hee are dso some typed copies and excerpts of letters to museum offi cials
GeorgeBrown Goodeand Federick William True Accession nunibeas penciled on he
top of yped dowments refer to the registrarOsccession file in which the origind is
stored. Thesefiles are housed in the Smithsonian Ingitution Archives and microfilmed
copies are available in the Offi ce of the Registrar in the Museum of Natura History.

AbbotOdetters provideinformation @outhis coll ecting activities, possible plans
for futureexpeditions and shipment of objects. He describes native peoples, their way of
life, customs, use of certain atifacts, food, dras, recid and physca features, character,
and intelligence. Abbott refers to thework of Hio Modigliani and W.W. Skeat,
accompaniment by Cecil Boden Kloss on expeditions ophnionsof oolleagues, and
various people encountered in thefied. Theseletters are mostly from and dout the
Maday region, with afew later documents to Hough ©ncerning Haiti and Santo
Domingo.

There aefour letters to Abbott from Mason and Hough, nostly about
manuscripts and work on he collections; attached to oneis arough drét of apgper on
theHaitian pree-pree (typeof rat). Correspondace concerning Abbot and he Abbott
collectionsare geneadly to or fromMason or Hough. Qhe correspondents indude
CyrusAdler, assistant secretary of libraries and exchanges; Jesse Walter Fewkes, of the
Bureau of American Ethnology; William H. Furness, of the University of Penng/lvanig;
Alfred CortHaddon, of Caibridge England; Ales Hrdli! ka, Smithsonian curaor of
physca anthropobgy; Cecil Boden Kloss; Richard Rahbun, assistant secretary of
Smithsonian Inditution; Elmer D. Merrill, of the Bureau of Science in Manila; William
Pamer, in Java; Mary Lois Kissdl, of the American Museum of Natural History; Chales
Willoughby, oftheHarvard Peabody Museum. They discuss propogd work on he
Abbot collections bibliographic sources, and baketry. Correspondece with Kloss
mainly concerns publicationsand exchanges of phobgraphs

Addttiond correspondeceis included in savera of the series described below.

Box 1

Letters from Abbot 18961902

Letters from Abbot 19031905

Letters from Abbot 19061919

Letters Sent Abbot 19081909, 1919

Correspondence Conarning Abbot and the Abbott Collection a& United Sates Nationd
Museum 19021919

Series |I: Correspondance 10



SERIESII: SUBJECT FILE

This series congsts primarily of notes compiled by Qtis Mason on avaiety of
subjects rd aing to the Abbott collectionsfrom Md aysiaand Indoresia. Information
contained in these folders was deived largdy from AbbottOdetters, of which this series
indudes originds as wel | as MasonOsi0tes and excerpts from them. Files on pbces and
people contain data on netive popuhbtions their physcal characteristics, way of life,
clothing, food, dvellings character and intelligence, fertility, health and medicing and
loca vegdation and wildlife. In adition, AbbottOsollecting activities, some objects
collected, and their shipment to the United Sates may bediscussed. Abbot dso rders to
theworks of Modigliani, phatographs and oher sources of information.

Box 1 (contOd)

Andaman Islands (description of atifacts)
Includes alist of negative numbers of phobgraphic plates.

Bibliogrgphy and Dictionay
Includes aseries of cards on he Andamans, gopaently sent by Haddon;
dictionary-typereferences by Mason with shortddinitionsand sources of
informetion; short @ ibliographyQorganized by geographic location with some
references and noes; series of cards written by Mason on @ames,OQyeography-
Abbot,Oand Gribes-Abbot, Osome with references to AbbotOdetters or o
publcations

Box 2

Engano
Includes references to an Englishman named Francis who hal lived there 25-30
years previoudy and to indebtedness to Johannes Winkler of Barmen Mission for
his daa

lllustrations (mostly ref erences to)
Lists of AbbotOseferences to illustrations of objects from Engano, nosly in the
works of Hio Modigliani; similar lists, ordeed dphabetically, of objcts from
Engano and Nias; list of some of AbbottObjects in the United States Nationd
Museum which have been illustrated.

llustrations (figures and plates) from MasonO<Y ocsbulary of Md aysian BasketworkO
Origind dravingslabd ed by Mason and printerOgproofsof illustrations

Jakuns
Includes alist of vocbulary from Rumpin River, Pahang; referenceto W.W.
Skeet quotng Ruddf Martin of Zurich (from Journal of Anthropolbgical Institue,
London,1902 payes 124138, rgrinted in Smthsonian Inditution Report, 1902,
pages 463-478). Poem entitled GBong of TheBatinOsHutOwritten in MasonOs
hand.

Joinework
lllustrations of varioustypes of joinework.

Series Il: Subiect File 11



Kashmir, India (minnowing fan)
Onesheat describing aminnowing fan from Srinagar written by Mason.

Knotwork
MasonOsotes, induding randation ofterms from Lehmann; aletter to Mason
from John L Coxof Philadelphia describing andillustrating he Malay knot; list
of knots and illustrated list gpparently taken fromastandad dictionary; letter
from the Bishop Museumin Honolulu answering quations aboutknot.

Land Dyak - Miscd laneous
Indludes AbbotO®rigina sketch mep of Dyak collecting dationsof 1907 ad of
1908.

Land Dyak - Houses

Maday - Basketry
Notes by Mason with generd definition ofbasketry and some plans for study of
Maday works, origind excerpt and MasonOs0kes from AbbotOdetter on
vocabulary of Malay asketwork. Letter to Mason from Thomes key of Breasted
Chat, Seven Oaks, answering quationsaboutbasketry.

Maday and Orang Laut - Medicine
Includes reference to two obgcts in the collection.

Maps
AbbatOsorigind sketch maps with collecting dationsmarked, fromvarious
locetions dso, printed map of heMolucca Islandswith AbbotOsoll ecting
stations mark ed; manuscript maps of Qrong.O
Note: There are many more detailed sketch maps with oollecting gations mark ed
in AbbotOdield notebooksin the library of the Smithsonian Division of
Mammals.

Metawi Islands
Includes AbbotOsotes with diagrams of tattooing; references to Reverend
Augug Lett, and to written accouns by aGerman named Alfred Maas and by a
Dr. Morris.

Miscdlany
A vaiety of doauments relating © AbbotOsollectionsand to Maaysiaand
Indonesia, including aphotogrgoh, outinefor a pae, lists of dbjects, terms, and
questionsto ask Abbot; illustration of svord ypes.

Musicd Instruments
Mason@® excerpt of an Abbot letter; duplicate catalog cards of Maay musica
insruments.

Nias
Includes AbbotOsoks on Bau Islands which were colonized from Nias, and on
Nias heedhuniing; excerpt from an Abbot letter to C.W. Richmond (origina in
Smithsonian Inditution Archives) onshipment of three Mentawai Island canoes.

Nicoba

Box 3

Notes on Sumetrafrom Marsden

Series Il: Subiect File 12



Notes in MasonO$iand with payeref erences to Marsden [William, The History of
Sumetra?l on varioustopics conarning Sumetra

Ornamentation (on baketry)
Notes by Mason on ornanentation onbasketry in the Abbot collection, induding
alist of types of ornamentation.

Sdungs
Includes brief r eference to the Nicobarese.

Simaur
Includes reference to Nias and information on Engano.

Subject Index (Partial) To AbbotOd. etters
Cads by Mason, aranged by subject, with ref erences to some of AbbotOdetters
in the correspondece file. Reference list of some letters from Abbot and Cecil
Boden Kloss, some of which aein the correspondece or subject files.

Textiles - Madaysian and Hawaiian
Notes by Mason on &chniqueand pbnt types used in Malaysian textiles; notes by
Hough &@outAbbot textiles.

Textile Plants - Polynesia
Shortlist of plants with stientifi c and ndive names, some with notes on ue.

Traps
Includes some publication-qudity illustrationsand areference to SkeatOagan
Races; notes may have been used for draft of paper on taps.

Vocabulary - Geographical
Information onlocalities visited by Abbot, including aletter written by Hough n
reply to Mary Lois Kissdl (of American Museumof Naturd History) listing exact
locations of AbbotOsollectionsin Bomeo prior to 1908;maps printed in
Proceedings of the National Museum, vol. XX V1.

Vocabulary - Peoples
Notes, lists, and nevspape articles aboutvariousMalay peoples, islands and
dialects, with ref erences to Abbot and printed sources.

Vocabulary - Rdating © Artif acts
Vocabulary lists by Hough ad Mason, and outine by Mason of @ bbot
Collections-Topics.O

SERIESIII: REGISTER OF ACCESS ONS

Box 3(contOd)

Partia Register of Accessions(18961906)
(Abbot AccessionsAbstractedO cards with locality, accession and cataog
numbes, and date accessiond; list of collectionsreceved from Abbot (not
exhaudtive for years covered).

Series Il: Subject File 13
Series lll: Ranister of Accessions



SERIESIV: LIST OF OBJECTS BY ACCESS ON NUMBER AND LOCATI ON

These lists ae of two basic types: 1) onetypeis based ontheaccession nunber
and indudes aseparate sheet for each obpgct providing atdog number, name of object in
English and frequently in the native tongue dimensions materia of condrudion, and
further phydcal description; and 2) heothe typeis based on the provenance and
provides the catalog nuniber, name of object, and ecific locality of collection and
sometimes indudes alist of objects in ohea accessionsfrom the same location. Each
folder may contain a@the or boh types of listingsor asimilar variation. Although
catalog nunbers listed in folder titles refer to dl objects in the accession, heenclosed
lists may notprovideinformation on &ery artif act mentioned.

Box 4

Accession 31,341 (a. 175,973176,051)D Trong-- Trapping Equipment
Many indudepublicationsqudity illustrations
Accession 32,376 (a. 176,716712)-- Trong, Lower Siam
Continsonly oneoriginal labd by Abbot from cat. #176, 710, aopping knfe.
Accession 33,299 (a. 178,105146)-- Ledekh, Tibet
Accession 35322 (@t. 202,848853)-- Lower Siam
Obijects listed ae mosily quivers and blowguns
Accession 35,505 (a. 203,676674)-- Java Objects listed ae mostly krises and dagges.
Accession 36,053 (a. 204,573574)-- Anambas Islands
A canoeand its pats, and asl eeping mat.
Accession 37,00 (cat. 206,515522)-- Mergui Archipelago and Jva
Accession 37,335 (a. 208,042043)-- Natunalslands
Accession 37,409 (a. 209,201212)-- Trenggau, Malay Peninsula
Accession 38,307 (a. 211,701874)-- Andaman and Nicoba Islands
Accession 38,608 (at. 213,441480)-- Andaman Islands

Box 5

Accession 39,649 (a. 216,276361; 218,156171) -- Simalur
Accession 40,243 (a. 219,901987)-- Jakunsof Johore
Accession 41,161 (a. 219,094096)-- Mentawi Islands
Brief note on bas.

Accession 41,342 (a. 221,501997)-- Nias, Pagi, and Sbaut --

Part I (cat. 221,501646)

Part 11 (cat. 221,647799)

Part 1ll: (cat. 221,800997)

Box 6

Part IV: (cat. 221,501959)
Pat V:

Series IV List of Objects by Accession Numbe and Location 14



Includes some objects from Batu and possibly New Guinea.
Accession 42,168 (a. 229,401429)--
Rhio-LinggaArchipd ago (and oter locaes)
Includes origina page of noks by Abbot aboutashed in which sago is
proaessed.
Accession 43,017 (a. 232,501580)-- German New Guineg, Singapore Straits
Settlement, Mergui Archipelago (and athe loca es)
Includes objects from Sumatra or Born® and Raong, Lower Siam.
Accession 43,559 (a. 232,621706)-- Banka Billiton, and Karimata Islandsand Mergui
Archipdago
Includes AbbatOorigina notes on aqual trap, deer net, and whirligig.

Box 7

Accession 44,682 (a. 237,001525)--
Part I: Engano and Nias
Part Il: Engano only
Accession 45,397 (a. 244,101532)-- Western Borneo
Includes newvspgoe article about the collection.
Accession 47,566 (a. 247,736801)-- Eastern Sumatra

Box 8

Accession 48,220 (a. 249,001520; 249,539540)
-- Western Borne
Includes AbbotOrigina |abd for cat. #249,379.

SERIESV: LI STS OF OBJECTS BY TYPE OR GEOGRAPHIC LOCATION

These lists generd ly includecatalog nuniber, name of object, location of
collection, dmensions and description of grudura pats and echniqueof congrudion.
Some have accession nuniers pendled on hetop, and ome includeillugtrations

Box 8 (contOd)

Basketry |
Basketry Il
Includes lists of catalog nunbe's and basket types mostly from Engano, western
Borneo, Pagi, Nias, Smalur, Banka and Billiton.
Basketry IlI
Includes objects mostly from Simalur, Nias, Pagi, Engano, and Sumatra
Basketry IV
Dyak Basketry | (acc. 45,397, at. 244,215229)

Series IV List of Objects by Accession Numbe and Location 15
Series V: Lists of Obiects bv Tvne or Geoaradhic Location



Box 9

Dyak Basketry Il (acc. 45,397, at. 244,3060527)

Jakuns

Nias

Sumetra

Traps|
Includes original diagram and noes by Abbot on abamboo rat trgp and
phobgrgh of aDyak weir in astream.

Trapsli
Includes typed excerpt of aletter from Abbot from Trong Bangdee on amethod
of fishing and AbbotOsliagram and nates on aJakun tap for arbored mammals.

Box 10

Trong
Wegponry, Hshing and Hunting Gear

SERIESVI: DRAFTS OF UNPUBLISHED ARTICLES AND WORKING
MATERIALS

Box 10(contOd)

Anyam Gila(Mad Weave)
Material concerning menuscript of Anyam Gila (Mad Weave) A Maaysian Type
of BasketworkOby Otis Mason. Correspondece indudes letters baween Hough
and the assistant secretary of the Smithsonian aoutpublication after MasonOs
degth; dso, letters between Mason and Mrs. L.E. Bland, and acopy of her
pubication @ Few Notes on he Anyam Gila O
QFirst Accountof the W.L. Abbott Basketry from Southern Mal aysia, Now in the U.S.
Nationd MuseumO
Typed menuscript by Gtis Mason, posibly unfinished.
@PrefaceOto Handbook b Abbott Collection
Author unknow, unfinished.
O'heW.L. Abbot Ethnograhic Colectionsin theU.S. Nationad Museum from Western
Maaysial

M anuscript by Otis Mason and Walter Hough. Includes outine of AbbotOs
collecting activities, 18951905, ad gaerd description of he collections
Orapsin the Abbot Collections of theU.S. Nationa Museum from Southwestern
MaaysiaO
Manucript by Otis Mason, ilugtrated by Mary Wright Gill.

Series V: Lists of Objects by Typeor Geograghic Location 16
Series VI: Drdfts of Unpublshad Articles and Workina Materias



SERIESVII: PRINTED MATERIAL

Mostly nenvspgpe dippingsand reorints of aticles ébout Abbot, his collections
Madaysia, and related topics, including book propectuses. Also, prnted maps and
exhibit labels.

Box 10(contOd)

CCurrent Literaturefor PaperQ(i.e., Mason)
Newspae dippingsand reprints of articles aboutAbbot, his Andanan
collection, and Mday topics. Includes articles by Kloss, W.W. Skeet, Mrs. L.E.
Bland, Theodore Roosvet, and Mason and correspondaice from A.B. Meyer in
Dresden.

Exhibit Labels
Labds from variousexhibits of Abbot objects in the United States Nationd
Museum

Box 11

Maps
Severd printed maps of Indoneia, Southeast Asia, and Pxcific area, from various
SOUr@es.

Newspge Clippingsand Reorints |
This folder and thefollowing includepublished aticles, nots, reprints, and
excerpts aout Abbot and his collections the Ma ays, and voyaes and findsin
the East Indies by pesonsother than Abbot; dso cataogsfor ethnograghic
specimens, maps, equipment, booksand reprints from Smithsonian publications
of shortarticles about mammals collected by Abbott.

Newspape Clippingsand Rerints

SERIESVIII: PHOTOGRAPHIC PRINTS

Arrangel dphabeticdly by region, people, and locdity.

Themajority of these phobgraphswere taken by Abbot, athough aew ae by
Henry Cusier Raven from the Borneo expeditionsfunded by Abbot, and osme were
probaly taken by Ceil Boden Kloss. Many ae labeled on the back by Abbott, or
mounted on pger and labd ed by Mason. A few folde's dso contain AbbotOswritten
remarks aboutthe phobgraphs in which heedaborates on he subjects of certain prints
and rdated acustoms.

Abbot took meny portraits of naives with only aplain backdrop for physca
anthropobgy purposs. These phatographs provide information primarily on facia
features, athough ®me show naive dress as wdl. In addition, hese are suppemented
by village scenes showing dreets, dwellings and surroundngs Mot are marked with
AbbotOsgyaive nunbers, some of which refer to the glass negaives in the negative file
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described bdow. Some dso includeafive-digit Smithsonian negative nunber indicating
negatives stored in the InstitutionO©ffi ce of Printing and Fhoibgraphic Services.
RavenOphobgraphs while far fewer, tend © portay naive peoples in naurd
settings going aout daly ectivities. All arelabded on heback. RarenOsegatives
have notbeen located.
Many prints are duplicated in the same or ohe foldes.

Box 11 (contOd)

Abbot, W.L.
Studio phobgrgphstaken in old ageand pottraits and views taken & AbbotOs
farm on Thackery Point, EIk Neck, near North East, Maryland in 1927 ad 1930.
Bankaand Billiton Idands|
Includes prints of hand-born litter, boa modd, and adogfish.
Bankaand Billiton IdandslI

Box 12

Batu Islands
Borneo--Bgans
Taken by Raen, 1914. Intudes phobgrgphsof people fishing and a mother
with he child.
Borneo--Beraoe Malays
Taken by Raven, 1914.
Borneo--Dweéllingsand Village Scenes
Includes village scenes and horescenes with bods, bridges, and afish wair.
Many duplcated esewhere.
Borneo--Dyaks--Bark Canoe Semandong Rver
Photogrgphsof acanoein the SingaporeMuseum labd ed and sent by Abbott,
with anoke referring to aletter in the Correspondence File.
Borneo--Dyaks--Bayu
Borneo--Dyaks--Birang River
Taken by Raen, 1914.
Boreno--Dyaks--Bukan or Bukang
These portaits gopear to bein the same setting & those from Dadgp (see below).
Borneo--Dyaks--Dadap
Borneo--Dyaks--Denuku
Borneo--Dyaks--Granay, Benti (Sakaiam River)
Borneo--Dyaks--Kamintung
Borneo--Dyaks--Karangan
Taken by Rare, 1914. Intude people planting rice and beeting.

Box 13

Borneo--Dyaks--Laham (Uppe Mahakam River)
Taken by Raen, 1914. Intudes boysat amission shool and amock fight.
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Borneo--Dyaks--Long Ayan (Segah River)
Taken by Rare, 1914.

Borneo--Dyaks--Long Huree (Uppa Mahakam River)
Taken by Raven, 1914.

Borneo--Dyaks--Miscdlaneous
Mogt are portaits of people, some showing ornanentation. Oneis of an
orangun. Someweretaken by Raven, 1914,and have labels induding pesond
names of subjects. Most of AbbotOgphobgraphsin ohe Dyak folders dupicate
prints hae.

Borneo--Dyaks--Nadjo

Borneo--Dyaks--Pessing (Sékaiam River)
Includes yard with piles of bamboo and carved wooden images. Duplicates in
other foldes.

Borneo--Dyaks--Petong

Borneo--Dyaks--Pulo Ssparo (Kapuas River)

Borneo--Dyaks--Renduku
Includes picture of acamp and acrew.

Borneo--Dyaks--Sanggan (Kapuas River)
Includes K ampong Ctina Oboats on river, and aea of congruction with wood
carvings

Borneo--Dyaks--Sintass (Sakaiam River)
Includes fish weir and bridge

Borneo--Dyaks--Tambeling

Borneo--Dyaks--Toambil (Kaei River)
BeraoeDistrict. Taken by Raren, 1914. Includes bods dong $ore interior of
house, girl graing @oonut, and men meking dhams a afeast.

Borneo--Dyaks--Tyan (Kapuas River)
Includes scenes of town and houg of controleur.

Borneo--Dyaks--Wood Cavings
Includes field phobgrah of carvingsin sStu and nuseum phobgrgh of ecimen
(cat. #211,785) fronKatchall, Nicobar Islands

Borneo--Dyaks--Rabah

Box 14a

Borneo--Miscdl aneous
Taken by Raen, 1914. Mbst show bods and river scenes, butadso includea
Dyak grave and abamboo on which are offeringsfor goodwl| of spirits.
Borneo--Pulo Derawan
Taken by Raen, 1914. Intudes people gambling and awedding proession.
Borneo--Punans
Taken by Raven, 1914.
Engano

Box 14b
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Maday Peninsula(i.e, Ma aysia, Burma, Thailand)-- Jakuns-Klaydomng
Maday Peninsula--Jakuns-Komel
Includes mailing label from London.
Maday Peninsula--Jakuns-Menchdli
Maday Peninsula--Jakuns-Miscellaneous
Includes portaits labeled with nanes of subjects and the OrerrapinOenchored at
Batu Umpor, Runpin River.
Maday Peninsula--Jakuns-Pow
Includes mailing label and AbbotOshotes aboutexposure
Maday Peninsula--Jakuns-Sunge Gyung
Includes mailing label and AbbotOshotes eboutexposure
Maday Peninsula--Miscdlaneous
Mog of these phobgrgphsare duplicated in ohea Malay Peninsulafolders. Also,
indudes phobgraphsfrom eastern Sumetra, Bankaand Billiton islands a
dogfish, pepleriding dephants, and awooden modd canoe.
Madaya Peninsula--Selungs-Mergui Archipeago
Includes Selung camp and canoes on
Festingslsland.
Maday Peninsula--Siam--Chantaboon
Print of naives a market.
Maday Peninsula--Siam, Lower--Renong
Includes d ephants with ride's and bakets on har backs.
Maay Peninsula--Victoria Point

Box 15

Nias--Miscdlaneousl
Includes afew pages of typad notes daborating on sibjects of certain prints and
rdated austoms. Some show people with atifacts similar to those collected by
Abbot; however, noneshow people engaged in daly activities. Few of these ae
from negaivesin this collection, and he nunbering system diff ers from AbbotOs
it is therefore likely tha these phobgraphswere taken by Kloss who accompanied
Abbot on heexpedition. Rintsin oher Nias folders duplicate those in this and
thefollowing folder.

Nias--Miscdlaneousli
Many duplcate prints in previousfolder.

Nias--Basketry
Photogragphs of three baskets in Abbot
collection, usd in MasonOdasketry article.

Nias--Dwdlings
Variousdwdlings including some unfinished; detail of wood @rving on
house; and ablacksmithOsdlows.

Nias--Wood Cavings
Photogrgphsof carvingsin dtu on Nias.

Nicoba Islands-Wood Cavings

Pagi Islands--Basketry
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Prints of baskets collected by Abbot |abd ed with catalog and accession nunbers,
some with page of descriptive notes atached.
Pagi Islands-Dwsdllings
Includes phobgragphs of boahouses and aprint of Abbot surroundel by ndives.
Pagi, Smdur, and Sbeaut Islands-Miscdlaneousl
Typed payes of AbbotOgemarks on phoos, including descriptions of communa
houses, dances, womenOsefusa to be phobgraphed, bural places, and oter
subjects. Prints includescenes of naives fishing and achildOgrave. Many
portraits are labded with thename of thesubject.  Photogrgphsfrom Simaur
indudearice pounde, nut store, basket like one collected by Abbot, graffitti on
amosque and ome people with tattoos

Box 16

Pagi, Smdur, and Sbeut Islands-Miscdlaneousl|
Most dupicate prints in previousfolder. Also phobgraphsaccessional &s prints.

Rhio Archipd ago--Orang Kwda
Portraits includeDutch aid a SinggoreStratits.

Rhio Archipd ago--Orang Mantong

Rhio Archipdago--Orang Utan
Indludes Mday clubhoug and SultanOpdace a Siak.

Siberut Island
Oneprint shows agroup of néves and anothe ashield in the coll ection (at.
#221,689).

Simaur
Includes portaits of two men with tattoosand women in boas from Siberut; boys
from northern Nias; decendants of Nias emigrants; and aprau and granay. Also,
abinde with AbbottOriginal list of phato neyatives with information on
location, dae, nunber, subject, and exposure

Siporalsland

Sumetra-Little Siak River
Photogrgphstaken on heriver tha indude the crew pulling heboat through
floding vegeation, surroundng vegetation, Abbott bahing, Abbpt()scamp, a
Chinese traderOgoa, alisang (Smilar to acivet), the Orerragpin,OSiak Town
induding GChinatown,Gend ariver turtle,

Unmarked
Unlabded Abbott prints, duplicating prints dsewhere in the collection. Most
were taken onislandsoff western Sumatra. Also prints of an unidentified houg,
afew wood @rvingsfrom Nicobar, and abasket used in MasonOsrticle.
Includes two phobgrahic illusrationsdipped from ajournd.

Enggano Is- Description of Negatives
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SERIESIX: PHOTOGRAPHIC NEGATIVES

Five-by-seven-inch dry plate glass negatives arangel aphaeticaly and
numericaly by negaive nunber.

AbbotOswnbeaing s/stem conssts of aletter (a-j incdluding hh) oranurber (1-
56) folowed by adecima point anunber from 1-14 (eg., al, a2, E or 1.1, E 54.12).
(Note: notevery nunbe in these ranges is represented.)

The subject of the photogragohs dl gopaently taken by Abbott, is genadly
similar to that of the photograghic prints described aove. A few of the negatives were
labd ed with names of the locality of people depicted. Two unnunbered negatives ae of
Qavanese.O Those labded with letters ware generally of Drang Mantong,dDrang
Utan,Gor @rang KwaaOfrom the Maay Peninsula and area off eastern Sumeatra,
especially the Rhio Archipelago, Rulo Kundur, &ad Rulo Sanglar. Images nunbeed from
1-4 show Sdungsand Madays from the Ma ay Peninsula, induding Victoria Point and
FestingsIsland, and aOMalay hous on LinggaldO(#2.11). Mbst other negatives with
nunbers ranging thirough 24are port aits from ungecified Maay localities.

Abbot usd 2547 © atdog his phobgrgphsfrom Engano. Hs list providing
negdive nunmbes, name, sex, age, physcal measurements, and brief description of he
person deicted is in box 16.

Nias is the subject of negatives nunbered 4856. Whereas most of theimages in
this series are portraits of naives before aplain white backdrop, hose of Nias tend ©
show peoplein morenatural settingswith views of sreets, dwellings stone carvings and
othe features of their environment. Among the phobgraphsof Nias ae ngyatives
numbaed é-al2 and b.310 of he body of agirl who wes avictim of headhuntng and
thehead hanging in thevillage. Note that the nunbers duplicate some previoudy used,
and ha theevents depicted are referred to by Abbott in the Nias folde of the subject file.

Few of the nggaives have been printed.
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