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Guide to the Humphrey Lloyd Hime Photographs of the
Assiniboine and Saskatchewan Exploring Expedition

1858
Photo Lot: MS 4285
Creator: Hime, Humphrey Lloyd
Title: Humphrey Lloyd Hime Photographs of the Assiniboine and
Saskatchewan Exploring Expedition
Date Span: 1858
Quantity: 34 prints (1 box): albumen

Summary: Photographs taken by Humphrey Lloyd Hime, during the Assiniboine and
Saskatchewan Exploring Expedition of 1858. Photographs show settlers’ and Indians’
homes, farms, churches, canoes, and graves as well as the river and landscape.

Biographical Note: Humphrey Lloyd Hime (1833-1903) was a photographer and
surveyor with the firm Armstrong, Beere, and Hime, Civil Engineers, Draughtsmen and
Photographists in Toronto, Ontario. On April 10, 1858, Hime was hired as the
photographer for Henry Youle Hind’s Assiniboine and Saskatchewan Exploring
Expedition of 1858, the first of its kind in Canada to use photography.

Historical Note: The Assiniboine and Saskatchewan Exploring Expedition of 1858 was
commissioned by the Canadian Government to establish a reliable trade route between
Lake Superior and the Red River. The Hudson’s Bay Company’s permit to trade
exclusively in the Canadian interior would expire in 1859, and upon the request to
extend its monopoly, a thorough investigation of the area to document topography,
vegetation, native life, and settlement potential was necessary to grant the extension. A
thorough evaluation of the land to determine its agricultural stability for future
settlement opportunities was also required. Under the command of Professor Henry
Youle Hind, a geologist and naturalist at Trinity College in Toronto, explorers were
instructed to obtain comprehensive geographic information that would help to create
maps of objects illustrating the natural history of the land between the rivers
Saskatchewan and Assiniboine.

Arrangement: Photographs arranged in accordance with the contents of Henry Youle
Hind’s 1860 folio, Photographs take at Lord Selkirk’s Settlement of the Red River of the
North.
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Scope and Content: Photographs taken by Humphrey Lloyd Hime during the Assiniboine
and Saskatchewan Exploring Expedition of 1858, of Lord Selkirk’s Settlement on the Red
River of the North. Images show homes, tents, churches, canoes, graves, buildings, and
indigenous peoples.

Note on Format: Albumen prints mounted on art paper. Several of the papers are
embossed with a crown and “Bristol Paper” or “Bristol Boards”.

Preferred Citation MS 4285, Humphrey Lloyd Hime Photographs of the Assiniboine and
Saskatchewan Exploring Expedition

Custodial History: There is no record of how or when the prints came to the Bureau of
American Ethnology.
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Restrictions on Access: Collection is open to the public.

Restrictions on Use: Contact the repository for terms of use.

Note on Processing: The collection was processed by Jennifer Hawkins, 2010.

Finding aid prepared by: Jennifer Hawkins, 2010.

Note on Description: Collection and image descriptions provided in this finding aid were
compiled using the best available sources of information. Such sources include the
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creator’s annotations or descriptions, collection accession files, primary and secondary
source material (i.e. documents, publications, and websites), and subject matter
experts. While every effort is made to provide accurate information, it is understood
that errors may reveal themselves following review by other subject experts, and new
information is welcome.

Repository Information
Smithsonian Institution

National Museum of Natural History
National Anthropological Archives
4210 Silver Hill Road

Suitland, MD 20746

(301) 238-1300
www.nmnh.si.edu/naa
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Inventory
Box/Folder Item Description Date
The Red River of the North
1/1 1 View of the Red River from the Stone Fort 1858
1/1 2 View of the Red River from St. Andrews Church 1858
1/1 3 Red River at Middle Settlement 1858
1/1 4 Two Freighter’s Boats on banks of the Red River 1858
1/1 5 Freighter’s Boat on banks of the Red River 1858
1/1 6 Bishop’s Court (residence of Bishop of Rupert’s Land), 1858
on banks of the Red River
Churches of Selkirk Settlement
1/2 7 Cathedral of St. Boniface (Roman Catholic) and nunnery 1858
on banks of the Red River
1/2 8 St. John’s Church (Church of England) 1858
1/2 9 Presbyterian church and parsonage 1858
1/2 10 St. Paul’s Church, parsonage, and schoolhouse (Church 1858
of England)
1/2 11 St. Andrew’s Church (Rapids Church) 1858
1/2 12 St. Andrew’s parsonage 1858
Residential buildings of the Settlers
1/3 13 Residence of Mr. Bannatyne, a general trader, near 1858
Fort Garry
Description taken from Henry Youle Hind
publication.
1/3 14 Residence of Mr. Bannatyne, near Ft. Garry 1858
Image description written on verso.
1/3 15 Mr. McDermot’s store 1858
1/3 16 Farmhouses and windmills at Middle Settlement 1858
1/3 17 House and farm building 1858
1/3 18 House on the banks of the Red River 1858
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Box/Folder Item Description Date

Indian Tents and Graves

1/4 19 Ojibwa tents on banks of Red River, near the Middle 1858
Settlement

1/4 20 Birch-bark tents on west bank of Red River, Middle 1858
Settlement

1/4 21 Tents on the prairie, west of the settlement 1858

1/4 22 Graves covered with split sticks 1858

1/4 23 Graves covered with birch bark 1858

The Prairie
1/5 24 The prairie, on the banks of Red River, looking south 1858
1/5 25 The prairie, looking west 1858

Hudson’s Bay Company

1/6 26 Fort Garry 1858
1/6 27 Fort Garry 1858
1/6 28 Hudson’s Bay Company officers’ quarters, Lower or 1858
Stone Fort
1/6 29 Fur Store, interior of Lower or Stone Fort 1858
1/7 Cree and Ojibwa Indians
30 Cree Indian John McKay 1858
31 Cree Indian Letitia 1858
32 Cree Indian Susan 1858
33 Ojibwa Indian “Wigwam” 1858
34 Dog carioles; part of Expedition returning by winter 1858
road
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